September 9, 2008

Dear Members of the House and Senate,

The undersigned groups, representing a broad range of interests, urge your immediate
support to pass federal legislation that promotes the widespread adoption of health information
technology in the remaining weeks before Congress adjourns.

Our organizations all share the downstream effects of our inefficient health care system-
particularly rising health care costs. We also share a common belief that technology holds the
promise of improving the quality of patient care, enhancing access to care, reducing medical
errors and reducing health care costs. Private industry has come a long way in developing health
information technology and progress is being made to bridge the public and private efforts
towards our shared goals. Let’s not wait for the uncertainty of the priorities of a new
Administration to move legislation that already has bipartisan and broad public and private
support.

There are bills before you in both Chambers of Congress that include the common
principles that we all support.

We urge Congress to pass health information technology (Health IT) legislation this year
that includes these provisions:

e A public-private process to determine standards for interoperability, product
certification, quality measures and an accelerated process for standards
improvement;

e Financial Incentives for health care providers to adopt and use health IT;

e A focus on consumer empowerment through patient and provider education
about electronic health records; and

e Appropriate privacy and security protections.

We strongly encourage you to bring up legislation to promote health IT as soon as
Congress returns. We look forward to collaborating with you to pass this important legislation in
the coming weeks.

Sincerely,
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